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FUNERAL SERMON. 


PHILIPPIANS i. 21. 


FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN. 


92 HE apoſtle Paul was in a very happy frame 


of ſpirit when he wrote this epiſtle; confi- 
dent that he ſhould never be aſhamed of 
Chriſt and his goſpel, nor of his hope in him, under 
any ſufferings; but that he ſhould go forward through 
evil report and good report, triumphantly to glory 

a frame that rendered him the more uſeful in life, 
40 the more ready for death: he ſcarcely knew how 
to fix his choice, becauſe he felt many workings of 
heart that ſeemed to draw him both ways; I am in 
a ſtrait betwixt two” things, that engage my ſerious 
attention, having a deſire to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt; which is ; far better: Nevertheleſs, to abide in 
the fleſh, is more needful for you.” As Chriſt was 
his all, and lived in him; and as his intereſt and 
kingdom, and the good of immortal fouls were the 
delightful end he purſued in living and dying, he 
was ready and willing for either. Indeed he had 
an earneſt deſire to be delivered from the natural in- 
cumbrance of the corruptible body, and the moral 
imperfections that cleaved to him, that he might be 
in the immediate preſence of Chriſt to behold his 
glory: but ſtill he was willing to continue longer in 
the world, if, by his example and miniſtry, he might 
be ſerviceable to the ſouls of men. 

In diſcourſing upon my text, I propoſe to your 
conſideration, i. In what ſenſe we may take the 
words, for me to live is CHRIST.” 2. What the 
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2 A FUNERAL SERMON on the DEATH # 
&« faithful miniſters of CHRIST, and all real Chriſtians 
e gain by their death.” And, 3. * That it is the 43 
% duty of all the miniſters of CHRIST, and other 
&« Chriſtians, to live ſo devoted to CHRIST, and his 
« intereſt, as to maintain the clear evidences of their 
&« gain by death.“ 


I. I propoſe to your conſideration, in what ſenſe we | 
may take the words, FOR ME TO LIVE Is CHR1ST?” 5 

There are many things that might be inferred from 
the phraſe, which I pals over; "and compriſe my 
thoughts under the following heads, viz. 

I. For me to live is CHRisT, i. e. CHRIST is 
the principle of my life.” If there were any de- 
pendence to be put upon, or any benefit to be found 
in merely external privileges, or in any thing that the 
Fudaizers had done in their irregenerate ſtate, I could 
boaſt as much as any of them: For I was no proſe- 
lite from among the Gentiles, but a native Maelite of 
the tribe of Benjamin; a royal tribe, from which the 
firſt king of Jrael was taken a tribe which never 
revolted, as all the reſt did, except that of Judab. 
Yea, by education and profeſſion, I was a Phariſee; 
a ſe which for learning and knowledge, and repu- 
tation for holineſs, was the moſt eminent of all the 
Jewiſh ſects. Neither was I lukewarm in my religion, 
but my zeal was ſo flaming, that I breathed out 
ſlaughter and death againſt the diſciples of the Lord 
Jeſus, wherever I went, and verily thought I did God 
ſervice. 

This was my caſe while I was a devout Phariſee, 
vainly imagining that I was on good terms with God, 
upon the footir.g of my own righteouſneſs. But when 
the divine command, in its pure and ſpiritual mean- 
ing, and high requirements, came home to my heart 
and conſcience, and aſſured me of the aims and influ- 
ences, which governed me; when the law came, in 
the light and energy of the Holy Spirit, to my. tho- 
rough conviction, | ſaw the ſinfulneſs and guilt of ſin; 
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of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 3 


] was fully convinced that the worſt of puniſhment 
7 was my due; far beyond what | had apprehended be- 
: fore: Sin revived in its hideous forms, and with the 
terrible accuſations of conſcience. I felt the deadly 
wound; lay helpleſs; juſtly condemned to eternal 
miſery ; and, unleſs ſovereign grace had prevented, 
ſhould have been luſt for ever. But in this critical 
moment, Chriſt cloathed the doctrines of ſalvation 
with living power. When I was caſt out in the open 
field, to the loathing of my perſon, he faw me pol- 
luted in mine own blood, and ſaid unto me, LIVE: 
yea, he ſaid unto me, Live. When I was doomed 
to C*:trucftion, he reſolved to fave me from death. 
He met me in the way to Damaſcus, and plucked me 
as a brand from the fire, and took poſſeſſion of my 
ſoul for himſelf; ſhined into my heart, and enlivened 
all the faculties of my ſoul, by his efficacious, quick- 
ening grace. Thus Paul was the epiſtle of Chriſt, 
written 1n the ſenſible table of his ſoul, which, being 
renewed by grace, was ſuſceptive of holy impreſſions, 
according to that new covenant promiſe, © I will 
take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, and I 
+ will give you an heart of fleſh.” Ezek. xxxvi. 26. 
2. For me to live is CHRIST: i. e. | am in fub- 
jection to him as my Lord; at his diſpoſal, and for 
his ſervice.” Chriſt has a ſupreme right to rule over 
all his people, and over all things reſpecting them as 
he pleaſcs. And where he has implanted a principle 
of ſpiritual life, and ſet up his kingdom in their 
hearts, they readily pay an ubcdient:al regard to the 
laws of his kingdom. When Paul was convinced of 
his guilt and danger, and aſtoniſhed to think how 
vile he had been, eſpecially in oppoſing himſelf to 
Chriſt; and alſo convinced that Chriſt was the 
anointed of God, he readily reſigned himiclf up to 
his authority and command: Lord, what wilt 
thou have me do?” As ix. 6. Saving faith works 
out in holy deſires to do the will of God; to honour 
the name of Chriſt, and to obtain forgiveneſs of lin, 
B 2 and 
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4 A FUNERAL SERMON en the DEATH 


and the mercy of God to eternal life. Faith work- = £c 

eth by love” to the object, and makes uſe of the affec- 1 

tions to carry us out in all acts of gratitude. He that | 

believes is planted in Chriſt, and Chriſt lives in him tl 

by his Spirit, and he lives in Chriſt by faith, and is 1 
diſpoſed to glorify God in ſuch a day of viſitation. 1 
N „% We are his workmanſhip,” ſays the apoſtle, Ia 
| « created in Chriſt J-ius unto good works,” Eph. ii. * h 
1 10, Obedience to. the commands of Ged are the 1 
fruits and evidences of a true and lively faith 1 
| Vaunting hypocrites will make their profeſſion of 4 


faith without giving any proof of its ſincerity ; but <1 
real Chriſtians have evangelical works of love and ; 
obedience to bear witneſs that their faith has its pro- 
per influence upon them. He that has the faith of 
God's elect, ſhews it by a correſpondent practice, and 
ſo he adorns the doctrines of God his Saviour, 
Though he has ſtill the remainders of indwelling-ſin, 
and many comings ſhort of the ſpirituality and per- 5 
fection of the law; yet he propoſes to himſelf, in the l 
governing views of his life, to be found in the conſtant ; 
practice of all Chriſtian duties: what God commands 1 
he eſteems it his honour to obey ; and what he for- ! 
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bids, to refuſe; and abhors himſelf for all his ſinful 
defects and imperfections. 
The apoſile, in my text, implicitly ſays, “ Now 
Chriſt has gained me over from my ſtate of phari- 
& f{aiſm to himſelf, ſhall he not do what he will with 
his own? Lo, here J am! let him diſpoſe of me, 
and all my circumſtances ; but let him appoint 
„ how all my time and talents ſhall be employed. 
Surely, he that has opened my eyes, and called me 
by his efficacious grace, has a perfect right to me, 
* to ſerve himſelf of me, in the higheſt and loweſt 
* offices of life. His intereſt in me, authoriſes him 
to effect his own ends by me, with all that I am 
* and have, as he ſhall direct. Lord, here | am, 
to be diſpoſed of by thy wiſdom and good plea- 
jure, in a more noble or ignoble ſervice ; not only 
% in 
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& jn ſome caſes, but in all; not only at ſome times, 
* bur as long as | live in the world.” 

3. For me 10 live is CyR1sST: i. e. His glory is 
the grand deſign of my living.” Chriſt is the moſt 
admirable perſonage, in a complex view, that men or 
angels ever beheld; and the rich bleſſings of his pur- 
chaſe, held up in the covenant of grace, flow, through 
hin, to the glory of God, and the happinets of be- 
lievers. He 1s the living fountain, from whence his 
ſervants, of every ſtation and denomination, draw 
up the waters of life. Hence all the bleſſings that 
come down upon a guilty world are to be reduced to 
him, as their original; and all we do is to be done 
for him as the end. The Redeemer's glory and his 
Father's glory in him, is to be propoſed | and purſued 
in every undertaking. If the name of Chriſt may be 
exalted by our. poor ſervices, we may be fatisfied with 
being deſtitute of the praiſe of men, As Chriſt is 
ſuperlatively excellent in the view of his ſervants, fo 
they would gladly contribute what they can, to ren- 
der him amiable unto all others, and are grieved when 
they treat his name, his word, or his image with 
contempt. 

Yea, they aſcribe all the praiſe of all their gifts and 
graces; the praiſe of all the bieflings and benefits to 
him, as the purchaſer, It they feel themſelves ac- 
cepted of God, in their perſons, they fall down be- 
fore God, and un it through his perfect and aton- 
ing ſacrifice and righicouſnels. “ Yea, doubtleſs, 
„ and ] count all things bat lofts, for the excellency 
e of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; whom 
I humbly claim as my Lord and Saviour. | utterly 
renounce every duty that I have done, both before 
my converſion and fince, in point of jultiicztion, 
that | may “ be found in him, not having mine own 
{© righteouſneſs, but that which is through the faith 
© of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is "of God by 
„% faith ;” Phil. iii. 9. Or, if they have done any 
thing that has produced a gracious effect, they aſcribe 
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6 4A FUNERAL SERMON en te DEATH 


it all to God, that formed their ſouls into holy diſpo- 
ſitions and propenſions; directed and ſtrengthened 
them in their work, and gave the bleſſing to their la- 
bours. The ardent deſire of their fouls is, to be the 
glory of Chriſt; not that they expect to make him 
more glorious in himſelf than he is, but that his glo- 
ry may ſhine forth in a more illuſtrious manner, and 
in more inſtances, and that they might diſcover it to 
others in their Chriſtian courſe ; particularly, that the 
beauty of his character may, as in a mirror, ſhine 
brighter in their temper, labours and conduct. | 

4. For me to live is CyRIST: i. e. The intereſt 
of his kingdom 1s the chief buſineſs of my life.” In- 
deed, the doctrines of Chriſt and his intereſt are not 


calculated to gratify the pride and carnal reaſonings 


of the polite world, in the preſent age The ia— 
ſtances of the great and noble that are called, are 
very rare. Bleſſed be God, thoſe of high birth and 
parentage are not excluded; “ two or three in the 
top of the uppermoſt boughs, four or five in the out- 
moſt fruitful branches;“ a remnant, according to the 
purpoſe of God, are called. But whether the wiſe 
men of the world value the intereſt of Chriſt or not, 
it is certainly the moſt honourable and important of 
any intereſt that the greateſt and moſt learned can 
purſue. And this 1s an intereſt that lies ncareſt the 
heart of every real Chriſtian, even when it is deſpiſed 
and ſet at nought by others: thoſe of high degree as 
well as low, are attached to his cauſe, and will not 
deny his name, for fear of the greateſt ſufferings, 
The apoſtle Paul, though warned of the terrible 
things that would befal him, could not be difſuaded 
from his journey. What mean ye to weep, and 
« break my heart? for I am ready not to be bound 
« only, but to die at Feruſalem for the name of the 
« Lord Jeſus:“ As xxi. 13. Every faithful miniſ- 
ter of Chriſt, yea, every real Chriſtian, has the ſpirit 
of martyrdom. We are not to let drop the. intereſt 
of Chriſt, though its defence requires the, greateſt 

applica- 
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application of mind, the ſevereſt ſelf-denial, and the 
moſt evident danger of parting with dear friends, or 
feeling the reſentment of cruel enemies. 

Such as Chriſt has redeemed by the price of his 
blood, and the power of his grace, owe him all they 
have and are: therefore, to neglect his intereſt, - be- 
cauſe of temptations thrown in their way, to ſtagger 
their courage, muſt he interpreted a Cefrauding him 
of his due. Inſtead of ſuch baſe ingratitude, they 
will rather ſubmit to the ſevereſt trials, and even put 
their life in their hands, for the honour of their Lord 
and Saviour ; not in a vain glorious way, but rely- 
ing upon the ſtrength of divine grace, to do and ſuf- 
fer any thing, and every thing, to be witneſſes for 
Chriſt and his goſpel. Ye are my witneſſes, faith 
the Lord :” Jai. xliii. 10. But can any be faithful 
witneſſes for Chriſt, and atteſt from their own expe- 
rience the power of his grace, the kindneſs of his 
providence, and the truth of his promiſe, and yet 
deſert his cauſe; ſurely no miniſters or others can, 
in a proper ſenſe, be witneſſes for Chriſt and his goſ- 
pel, if they could defert his cauſe, for the hope of 
the favour or fear of the diſpleaſure of any man. The 
intereſt of Chriſt is too dear to his miniſters, and all 
his faithful followers, to give up, thraugh fear or 
flattery. How meanly ſoever many people of rank 
and figure in the world may think of his goſpel and 
intereſt; and what reproach ſoever they may ſuffer, 
for eſpouſing and publiſhing it, yet they are ſo ſen- 
ſible of the grand deſign carried on for the diſcovery 
of the glory of the divine character in the ſalvation 
of ſinners, that they account it their higheſt honour 
to own and profeſs, preach and defend it. 

5. For me to live is CHRIST : i. e. I am ſatisfied 
that all my outward circumſtances ſhould be at the 
diſpoſal of Chriſt,” Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is inveſt- 
ed with uncontrouled dominion over all things, and 
over every perſon, dignity and authority of what cha- 
racter ſoever. He diſpoſes all, agre-able to his infinite 
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wiſdom, in the beſt manner, and uſes the beſt means 
to accompliſh the beſt end. Now, not only the 
apoſtles, and all the faithful miniſters of Chriſt, but 
all real Chriſtians, refer themſelves to him, to chuſe 
their lot for them; and they have a Chriſtian acqui- 
eſcence in his all-wile, righteous and faithful determi- 
nation. What condition, office, ſtation, or work 
ſoever, he aſſigns them, that they ſubmit to, without 
repining, and endeavour to anſwer the ends of their 
deſignation. —— They are for improving the advan- 
tages, watching againſt the temptations, performing 
the duties, and excrciling the graces proper to the 
particular lot aſſigned them. Some men have ſuch 
an opinion of their goodneſs and excellent endow- 
ments, as to deſpiſe others in higher ſtations, and to 
be diſſatisfied that they are not promoted; wiſe in 
their own eyes, and yet nothing . but hypocrites. 
This is far from the Chriſtian temper: when God 
called tor a prophet to deliver meſſages in his name, 
1ſaiah, who was emioently qualified for this ſervice, 
dare not undertake without a commiſſion from Chriſt, 
« Here am l, ſend me.” 7a. vi. 8. Thoſe that are 
real Chriſtians will not ruſh into the miniſtry, but wait 
till Chriſt gives them a commiſſion to go for him, 
They dare not attempt to change their itation but un- 
der the divine conduct. They are more ſolicitous to 
approve themſelves to God in their preſent ſtation, 
than to have it changed for a higher, 
6. For me to live is CHRIST: i. e. „ I am deter- 
c mined to live in all Chriſtian exerciſes of heart and 
« life, ſo as to maintain the clear evidences of my 
« title to life eternal.” Tis readily granted, that 
the righteouineſs of Chiilt, received by faith, is the 
only title to eternal life. All true Chriſtians are 
vitally united to Chriſt, and all ncw covenant bleſ- 
bngs are beitowed upon them in his right. But the 
evicence of their int greſt is, Chriſt in them:” Cal. 
1,27, nd he Alls not only their heads with his 
dockt, but their hearts and affe ctions with his Spi- 
Tit. 
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rit, They derive virtue from Chriſt to cure their 
ſpiritual diſeaſes, to purify their hearts, and to brin 
Bech fruit unto God; deeply ſenſible that without 
Chriſt they can do nothing.” The Spirit has indited 
a certain rule of trial: “he is the author of thoſe 
gracious habits and acts, in which our conformity to 
the rule conſiſts.” He ſhines in upon his own work, 
and ſometimes comments upon it, ſo as to make it 
underſtood with ſuch ſatisfaftion, that we can deter- 
mine in our favour, _ 

Our apoſtle lived the whole of his time, after his 
converſion (for ought appears) with the clear and ſa- 
tisfying evidences that “ Chriſt lived in him.“ He 
was ſenſibly redeemed from the power of all fin, to 
bring the living fruits of righteouſneſs to God, and 
cherefore knew that Chriſt freely gave himſelf to make 
a complete atonement for his fins. And fo conſider- 
ing an uninterrupted aſſurance of pardon and accept- 
ance, is the greateſt favour, next to a ſaving intereſt 
in Chriſt, we ought to © give all diligence to make 
our calling and election ſure:“ 2 Pet. i. 10. How 
peaceful is the reflection on paſt engagements ta 
Chrift, if we can fay, © I know whom I have be- 
&« lieved, and am perſuaded that he is able to keep 
« that which I have committed to him againſt that 
% day:” 2 Tim. i. 12. And how tranſporting, when 
we view that day at hand, it we can adopt the grace- 
ful language of the apoſtle, who anticipated the 
triumphs of the day of judgment, ſaying, «© I am 
* now ready to be offered, and the time of my depar- 
& ture: is at hand: I have tought a good fight; I have 
* finiſhed my couric ; I have kept the faith: 2 Tim. 
iv. 6, 7. Ihe rich experiences that ſuch have had of 
the grace of God, which has been with them, to the 
cloſe of life, will raiſe their joyful expectation, that 
* henceforth there is laid up for them a crown of 
* righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 
* will give them at that day.” This is a glorious 
crown in reverſion, not merely for faithful g's: 
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but for all the faithful followers of Chriſt, who long 
and hope for his appearing, But, 

II. Let us conſider, What the miniſters of 
Cup is, and other Chriſtians, cain by their death.“ 
The apoſtle knew, that when he had ſerved his gene- 
ration with fidelity, and he fell afleep, he ſhould ve a 
gainer by it. And all others, high and low, miniſ- 
ters and people, who are made alive to God, and 
have ſurrendered themſelves up to Chriſt, to ſerve 
him, ſeek his glory in all their ſervices, endeavour to 
promote the interelt of his kingdom in all they do, 
are willing that all their outward circumſtances ſhould 
be at his diſpoſal; I fav, all ſuch as theſe, will be 


great gainers at their death. For, 


1. Death will put an end to all the weakneſſes 
and miſerics they have gro under in this life.“ 
In theſe houſes of clay, the ct are not exempted 
from trials that cannot but be diſtreſſing to fleſh and 
blood; and eſpecially the remainders of indwelling 
corruption, which is their moſt grievous burden, as 
it is offenſive and diſhonourable to God, and a great 
hindrance to them in his ſervice: This coſts them' 
many a groan, in their ſerious reflections upon it: 
& O wretched man that I am, who ſhall deliver me 
& from the body of this death.” Rom. vii 24. In- 
dwelling-ſin excites a ſpirit of murmuring under out- 
ward troubles : It often hedges up the path of duty. 
Under a ſenſe of the need of guiiance, Vavid prayed, 
«© Make me to go in the path of thy command- 
„ mandments ;”* P/a/. cxix. 35. Tho? true Chriſtians 
have grace in their hearts, and have the laws of 
Chriſt to direct them, yet they have ſo much remain- 
ing ignorance, and there are ſo many perplexities in 
their way, that they need divine guidance upon all 
occaſions. It is for lack of divine teaching and hel 
in this dark world that they wander from the divine 
rule, loſe their evidences for heaven, diſturb their 
peace, and their minds are catched away from true 
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and ſubſtantial pleaſures. In ſuch a condition was 
Heman, the wiſeſt man next after Solomon, which made 
him cry, Lord, why caſteſt thou off my ſoul? Why 
e hideſt thou thy face from me?“ P/al. Ixxxviii. 14. 
God often hides the ſenſible ſigns of his favour from 
his deareſt friends, and leaves then in fuch inextri- 
cable windings, that they know not what. courſe to 
ſteer, 

Bur death puts an end to all theſe evils. There is 
nothing in the fleſh or ſpirit to give the leaſt uneaſi- 
neſs to ſaints in glory: no pain to indiſpoſe them for 
the holy fervices of God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
no diſtreſs to unfit them for any of the delightful en- 
Joyments with which heaven is furniſhed : “ Bleſſed 
“ are the dead which die in the Lord; from hence- 
e forth: yea, faith the ſpirit, that they may reſt from 
& their labours; and their works do follow them:“ 
Rev. xiv. 13; There is nothing to break the thread 
of their peace and intenſe pleaſure to endleſs ages: 
% God ſhall wipe away all tears from their eyes:“ 
Rev. xxi. 4. Not only relieve their ſorrows, but in- 
tircly remove them; ablolutely and eternally baniſh 
all things uncomfortable, and ſin, the cauſe of them, 
to the remoteſt diſtance. 

2. Death opens the door to the accompliſhment 
of their hopes.” Real Chriſtians, whilſt they are 
among fiery ſerpents, are waiting with deſire and 
holy expectation for the good of the promiſe which 
is yet behind: and the more they live under a lively 
conviction of the ſublime delights to be enjoyed in 


the preſence of Chriſt in heaven, the more they are 


influenced to attain all poſſible purity of heart and 
life. Sometimes they have ſuch evident impreſſes of 
the holy image of God upon their hearts, as it becomes 
a ſecurity, and earneſt of the glorious inheritance of 
the ſaints in light, and gives them eſtabliſhing ſatiſ- 
faction of their right and title to it: They have ſuch 
a reliſh of thoſe divine proviſions, the complement of 
which are reſerved tor a ſtate of future bleſſednęſs; 
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as to have no doubts but they ſhall ſoon be advanced 
to the full poſſeſſion, But ſtill they are in the body, 
expoſed to many evils ſinful imperfections cleaving 
to their beſt ſervices, and ſtorms beating upon them, 
while the tempeſtuous winds below are blowing, yet 
hope in Chriſt, as truſted in by faith, is © as an an- 
« chor to their ſouls:“ Heb. vi. 19. as it enters into 
the glorious world, which lies hid from the ſight of 
the eyes of the body; there it faſtens upon Chriſt, 
and the Father through him, as exhibited in the pre- 
miſes. Hence they wait patiently for the good in 
the promiſe, which is yet unaccompliſhed. And who 
can imagine the greatneſs of that gain, which conſiſts 
in the poſſeſſion and full enjoyment of all the pro- 
miſed good? Surely the eye has never ſeen any thing 
ſo grand, nor the ear ever heard any thing ſo delight- 
ful, neither has it entered into the thoughts of any 
man to conceive of any thing ſo entertaining, as the 
bleſſings of ſalvation, which are reſerved in heaven 
for the ſervants of Chriſt. 4 There they ſhall be 
* entertained with uninterrupted views of God in 
« his ſeveral glories.” This J apprehend is agree- 
able to the promiſe made by him that is faithful and 
true : ** Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall 
„ fee God:“ Math. v. 8. This intends, not only 
that God will manifeſt himſelf to them here ſo as he 
doth not to the world, but that they ſhall have the 
beatific viſion of him for ever in glory. To the 
lame purpole our apoſtle ſays, © Now we fee through 


a glaſs darkly; but then face to face: Now I know 


« jn part; but then ſhall I know even as alſo I am 
Known.“ 1 Cor. xiii. 12. The grand ſublime myſte- 
ries of the kingdom of God, and God in the glory 
of his true character, are conceived with great obſcu- 
rity, through the medium of his word and holy ordi- 
nances, compared with what they will appear in open 
viſion. Here we have but a ſcanty imperfect inſight 
into the glory of God, and the profound truths of the 
goſpel; but there we ſhall have a certain familiar 

4 Know- 


. 2 4 

: — 4 
* x bs 

EY 0 


£10: 2K a nw” $5 63 Rs wether EL To IT 


1 
- 

. 

P drts. an dice 
— 2 FITS 


<E 


f. 


of the Rev. Mr. WHITEFIELD. 13 


knowledge of them by a ſort of immediate inſpection. 
The open viſion of glory, in eternal day, muſt needs 
ſupport and increaſe holy wonder and pleaſure, and 
bring apoſtles and prophets, all the ſaints and holy 
angels, proſtrate before the throne, ſaying, with the 
profoundeſt reverence, ©* Holy, holy, holy Lord 
« God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come ;” 
and engage them in ſolemn aſcriptions of “ glory and 
* honour, and thanks to him that ſitteth upon the 
«* throne, who liveth for ever and ever.“ Rev. iv. 8, 9. 

Let us only imagine the glory of the divine Cha- 
rater in © creation and providence:“ If we can argue 
his exiſtence and ſupreme divinity from the aſpect- 
able heavens and this earth; and alſo from the works 
of providence ; how will theſe great and marvellous 
works diſplay the glory of God, when we come to 
ſce him as he is. His ſelf- exiſtence and ſupreme ex- 
cellency, which he has, eternally and unchangeably, 
of himſelf; his tranſcendent wiſdom and goodneſs, 
and his other perfections, will more amazingly open, 
and bring more indelible characters of his glory, in 
heaven, than 1s poſſible to be ſeen through the {ame 
things, while here in the body. What magnificence 
and variety, beauty and order, will then open to the 
diſplay of the infinite perfections of God, which we 
have but a faint idea of through glaſſes, in this im- 
perfect ſtate. There is ſo much of God to be ſeen in 
this world, by the works of his hands, that diſobe- 
dience and oppoſition to him, are againſt ſuch light 
as leaves the very heathen without excuſe. How 
overwhelming then muſt the open views of theſe per- 
fections be in the viſion of glory! Saints in heaven 
have the cleareſt diſcoveries of the almighty power, 
and other perfections of God legible in his great and 
marvellous works; his divine all- ſufficiencꝝ to ſupply 
every character with all it can need or deſire; ſuch 
clear and full diſcoveries as are not compatible with 


this mortal ſtate. In heaven all intricate diſpenſations 


are cleared up, and the inhabitants are perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied 
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fied with the various adminiſtrations of God, and feel 
th-mſclves for ever under the bleſſings of his hand. 
They have a clear ſight and ſenſe of the perfect purity 
of his nature, attended with a ſacred abhorrence of 
all fin, and an everlaſting preſervative againſt the ad- 
miſſion of any one unholy chought : And divine love 
and grace ſhine in their brighteſt glories, ro kindle a 
flame of everlaſting joy. _ 
Again; let us imagine the glory of being © enter- 
tained with the cleareſt and perfectly uninterrupted 
views of the harmony of the divine perfections in the 
works of providence and grace.” There are many 
diſpenſations of God towards his church in its mili- 
tant ſtate, that, to us, are inexplicable, Though 
there is perfect order and fitneſs, perfect agreement 
and proportion of one diſpenſation with another in the 


divine government, yet we are ſuch poor, ſhort- 


ſighted creatures, that the beauty ard harmony of the 
divine perfections ſeem, in a great meaſure, to be 
hid from us. The diſpenſations are ſo myſterious, 
that we are ready to ſay with Nicodemus in another 
caſe, * How can theſe things be?” What do theſe 
diſpenſations mean? Where 1s the harmony and cor- 
reſpondence of them? How can we open the agree- 
ableneſs of one diſpenſation with another? Some- 
times things are ſo variable or mixed in providence, 
that we are ready to {ay, ** Wherein does the holi- 
neſs and glory of God appear in them ? Doth infinite 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs, truth and goodneſ, fit at the 
helm and ſteer the ſhip ?? We may acknowledge that 
the judge of all the earth does right, in what he is 
now doing in his church, and in what he will do in 
time to come, and yet the divine harmony and con— 
nection of the whole be out of ſight. But when be- 
lievers come to © walk through the valley of the 
{ſhadow of death,” all darkneſs will be ſcattered be- 
fore the meridian ſun, and the beauty and harmony 
of the divine perfections will be ſeen in the cleareſt 
light. This is reſerved for heaven, where they ſhall 
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fee unclouded glory; have dirk ſcriptures made plain, 
and ſcc ming contradictions cleared up and reconciled, 
The loweſt ſaint in heaven has a clearer underſtand- 
ing of the myſteries of redemp:10n and ſalvation, and 
of the wiſdom and goodneſs of God in the kingdom 
of providence, than the greateit divine upon carth, 
The light of heaven leaves no place for daiknels; 
% for the glory of God does lighten it, and the limb 
ce is the light thereof.“ Rev. xx1. 23. Hence there 
can be no more miſtakes, no more ſtumbling- blocks, 
no more di1quietude, no more unhallowed fire, no 
more implacable enemies to darken counſel by words 
without knowledge, and turn man alide from the 
right ways of the Lord Jeſus. 

Again; let us imagine “ what it will be, everlaſt- 
ingly to be aſſured of God's love to our ſouls.” Chrif- 
tians may, in this life, have © the full aſſurance of 
hope,” which will never turn to their confuſion or 
dilappointment ; becaule it reſts not upon any merit 
in themſelves, bur upon the tree grace of God in 
Chriſt towards them; which abundantly fills their 
ſouls with its lovely manifeſtations and diſtinguiſhing 
fruits. They may have ſome foretaſtes of heaven; 
ſome glimpſes of glory, which produce thele holy 
tranſports, that are better felt than expreſſed. Bur, 
in heaven, they are ſurrounded with divine love, and 
rejoice in the everlaſting aſſurance of it, with the moſt 
intenſe joy. They dwell in the immediate ſenſation 
of being beloved of God for ever and ever; other- 
wiſe it could not, with any propriety, be ſaid, © in thy 
e prelence is fulneſs of joy; at thy right hand there 
are pleaſures tor evermore:“ Pſal. xvi. 11. For the 
fruition of God's immediate preſence could not 
yield unſpeakable and everlaſting joy, if they were 
not aſſured of his everlaſting love. The higheſt 
uninterrupted aſſurance of this, is a ſpring of their 
bleſſedneſs, and an endleſs ſecurity of joy everlaſt- 


ing. 
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Again; let us imagine © What tranſcendent love 
they have to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to God the 


judge of all.” The firſt and comprehenſive com- 


mandment is, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God 
<« with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with 
tc all thy mind, and with all thy ſtrength, » Mark 
xii. 30. And“ Where. there is effectual faith given, 
„ it worketh by love,” Gal. v. 6. to its object. If 
a man pretends to faith, and it does not engage his 
ſupreme love to God in Chriſt, it is but a dead 
worthleſs name or form of faith. But the object is 
ſeen by ſaving faith, only through a glaſs darkly, 
whilſt we are in the body; and our love bears an 
exact proportion to the excellency ſeen in the object. 
Beſides, how often does ſome temptation catch our 
thoughts and hearts away from God and our Saviour ; 
how ſadly true is it, that when iniquity, corrupt 
principles and practices abound, The love of many 
waxes cold ?” they grow in a great meaſure indiffer- 
ent in their affection towards Chriſt and his cauſe. 
The fervent love, which they had in the day of their 
eſpouſals, is decayed. But when they die, their ſpi- 
rits aſcend to the center of light, and are placed in 
ſuch a ſituation to Chriſt, as to feel the everlaſtin 
beams of his love let out upon them. The ſweet 

lories that are ſhed upon the ſpirits of juſt men 
made perfect, will conſtrain them, with one heart, 
to ling a new ſong in everlaſting raptures, of love, 
ſaying, © Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to re- 
« celive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, 
* honor, and glory, and bl-ſſing,” 

Again; let us imagine © what love they feel one 
to another ?” Believers are never intirely deſtitute of 
love to Chriſt and the brethren. © He that loveth 
ee not his brother, abideth in death ;” 1 John iii. 14. 
i. e. he continues under the power of ſpiritual death, 
and lies expoſed to everlaſting deſtruction, But real 
Chriſtians have their hearts formed unto an affec- 
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tionate love to all their brethren in the faith, hope 
and fellowſhip of the goſpel. Some of them have 
had ſuch love to their fellow chriſtians, that they 
could readily part with any worldly good, if they 
might be ſo far conformed to the image of Chriſt, 
as many ſeem to be round about them. But, when 
death lets them out of theſe dark cottages of fleſh, 
they have ſuch clear views of the glories and graces 
of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, exemplified in the ſaints in 
light, and, at the ſame time, are ſo diveſted of ſelf, 
as to be intirely united in one indiffoluble bond of 
love, without any mixtures of envy, or ſhadows of 
1}l-will. They have one heart and one foul, and are 
intirely as well pleaſed with the bleſſings conferred 
upon each other, as upon themſelves, 


III. It is the duty and privilege of believers, ſo to 
live, as to maintain a clear “ evidence of their gain 
by death.” Thus the apoſtle Paul lived, under all 
his ſufferings for Chriſt and the Goſpel, The men 
of his rank and figure in the world, generally, thought 
meanly of the Goſpel and its Author: The ſublimity 
of the duties, and the artleſſneſs of the dreſs, the 
contrariety of the whole to the pride of man, and 
the poverty of Chriſt's followers, methinks, would 
have ſhocked and ſtumbled almoſt any man of the 
firmeſt mind and greateſt abilities. But Paul was 
carried quite above all theſe things, becauſe he knew 
that the goſpel of Chriſt was the power of God 
* unto Salvation,“ Rom. i. 16. It was clothed with 
divine authority to him, and was the means which 
almighty Power wrought by, and rendered effectual 
for his ſalvation. He knew that it was an excellent 
ſcheme to illuſtrate the glory and harmony of the 
divine perfections, and to recover fallen man. He 
knew that the Spirit of truth had ſealed him, and 
applied the promiſes with light and power to his 
ſoul, for the eſtabliſnment of his faith and hope in 
Chriſt. Nothing more invigorated his mind and 
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all we have and are: And Chri 
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heart to reſiſt unto blood, ſtriving againſt ſin: No- 
thing made him live, reſiſting principalities and 
powers, and vigorouſly ſerving God in the goſpel of 
his Son, with ſacred firmneſs, more than his conſci- 
ouſneſs of ſerving Chriſt in life, and the gain of 
death. Should we not therefore follow his worthy 
example? Is it not meet to be reſigned to his will 
living and dying, under a readineſs to live if we 
may ſerve Chriſt thereby, and a ſenſe of our own 
gain by death. How can we fpeak for Chriſt with 
confidence, or leave a full teſtimony for him when 
we die, unlefs we can ſay with Chriſt himſelf, «© Fa- 


ther, into thy hands I commend my Spirit,” Luke 


xxili. 46. 
Surely, chriſtians ought to live, offering up them- 
ſelves, and all they have to Chriſt, They ought to 


make his ſervice, and the intereſt of his kingdom, 


the governing motive and end of all they do: They 
ought to employ their hfe, and time, and talents for 
him; and to value their powers, and all they have, 
only or chiefly, as they are ſerviceable to his intereſt. 
All this is evident, for ſupreme love to God inclines 
the heart to ſuch a dedication, from the beſt motives. 
Beſides, God has an abſolute propriety in us, and 

Jeſus has an addi- 
tional right by purchaſe, and has appointed us to his 
ſervice. 

Now, if it is the duty and privilege of believers 
to live ſo devoted to God in Chriſt, then it is a duty 
and privilege, by conſequence, fo to live, as to main- 
tain the clear and full evidence of their great gain by 
death; for living in the full exerciſes of ſtrong faith, 
working by love, they have the living evidence of 
their gain by death before them. Self-dedication to 
God in Chriſt, is an evidence of our fitneſs to die; 
and a ſenſe of this dedication, is a plain evidence of 
meetneſs for the inheritance of the ſaints in light. 
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I might. have enlarged upon this divine ſubject, 
and have inferred many uſeful inſtructions: but in- 
ſtead of all other things, I ſhall rurn my diſcourſe to 
the very melancholy and affecting occaſion, the ſudden 
and ſurprizing death of the Rev. Mr. Georce 
WurTEFIELD, who died by a Fit of the Aſthma, at 
ſix o'clock this morning, in my chamber *. In him, 
I believe, we have the whole of the text exemplified : 
he could ſay with our apoſtle, * For me to live is 
« Chriſt; and to die is gain.” 

Chriſt became a principle of ſpiritual life in his 
ſoul, whilſt he was an under-graduate at the univer- 
fity in Oxford; and if I miſtake not, when he was 
about ſixteen years old. Before his converſion he 
was a Phariſee of the Phariſees, as ſtrict as ever Paul 
was before God met him on his way to Damaſcus, 
according to his own declaration in his laſt ſermon, 
which I heard him preach at Exeter, Yeſterday, 

He was, by means of reading, a very ſearching 
puritanical writer, convinced of the rottenneſs of 
all the duties he had done, and the danger of ſelf- 
righteous foundation of hope. When he heard 
Chriſt ſpeak to him in the goſpel, he cried, © Lord, 
ce what will thou have me to do.” And it ſeems as if, 
at that time, it had been made known to him that he 
was a choſen veſſel, to bear the name of Chriſt Jeſus 
through the Briti/þ nation and her colonies, to ſtand. 
before kings and nobles, and all forts of people, to 
preach Chriſt, and him crucified. From that time 
the dawns of ſalvation had living power in his heart, 
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'Y and he had an ardent deſire to furniſh himſelf for the 
; goſpel-miniſtry, To this end, beſides the uſual 
4 ſtudies at the college, he gave himſelf to reading the 


* Let it be noted, that I faid but little upon Mr, WHIT E- 
FIELD's character, when I preached this ſermon, for want of 
time to recollect what might properly be ſaid, 
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holy ſcriptures, to meditation and pràyer; and parti- 
cularly, he read Mr. Henry's annotations on the whole 
bible, upon his knees before God : a noble example 
for young ſtudents in divinity, to copy after | 

Since my firſt acquaintance with him, which is 
about 3o years ago, | have highly eſteemed him as 
an excellent chriſtian, and an eminent miniſter of the 
goſpel *: He lived and died a miniſter of the eſta- 
bliſhed church of England ; but thought, as many 
others do, „that the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink;“ 1. e. that it does nat conſiſt in circum- 
ſtantial differences, or external diſtinctions; but ra- 
ther ſuppoſed that ſuch differences of mode, like the 
various parts in muſick, were adapted to make the 
greater harmony, among real chriſtians of various 
denominations. 

An heart ſo bent for Chriſt, with ſuch a ſprightly 
active genius, could not admit of His ſtated, faxed 
reſidence in one place, as the paſtor of a particular 
congregation; and therefore he choſe to itinerate 
from place to place, and from one country to ano- 
ther; which indeed was much better ſuited to his 
talents, than a fixed abode would have been. I 
often conſidered him as © an angel flying through 
te the midſt of heaven, with the everlaſting goſpel, 
5 to preach unto them that dwell on the earth;” for 
he preached the uncorrupted word of God, and gave 
ſolemn warnings againſt all corruptions of the goſpel 
of Chriſt. | 

When he came the firſt time to Boſton, the vene - 
rable Dr. Coleman (with whom I had a ſmall ac- 
quaintance) condeſcended to write me, that © the. 
* wonderful man was come, and they had had a 
* week of ſabbaths .. that his zeal for Chriſt was 
* extraordinary; and yet he recommended himſelf 


My firſt acquaintance with Mr, WHITEFIELD, was at New- 
Haven, in October 1740, which was five years before I came and 
ſettled here, by his advice and influence. 
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to his many thouſand hearers, by his engagedneſs 
c for holineſs and fouls.” I ſoon had opportunity 
to obſerve that wherever he flew, like a flame of 
fire, his miniſtry gave a general alarm to all forts of 

people, though before they had, for a long time, 
bel amazingly ſunk down into dead formality. Ir 
was then a time in New-England, that real chriſtians 
generally had ſlackened their zeal for Chriſt, and 
fallen into a remiſs and careleſs frame of ſpirit; and 
hypocritical profeſſors were ſunk into a deep ſleep of 


© carnal ſecurity : Miniſters and their congregations 
# ſeemed to be at eaſe. But his preaching. appeared 
to be from the heart, though too many who ſpake 
the ſame things, preached as if it were indifferent 


whether they were received or rejected. We were 
convinced that he believed the meſſage he brought 


© us, to be of the lalt importance. Nevertheleſs, as 


© ſoon as there was time for reflection, the enemies of 


$ Chriſt began to cavil, and hold up ſome of his ſallies, 


| © as if they were unpardonable faults. By ſuch means 
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he met with a ſtorm as tempeſtuous as the troubled 
ſea, that caſts up mire and dirt. Some of every 
# ſtation were too fond of their old way of formality, 
to part with it, for ſuch a deſpiſed cauſe as living 
religion. But the ſpirit of Chriſt ſet home the mel: 
= ſage of the Lord upon the conſciences of ſome, and 
hook them off from their falſe hopes: But many 
pegan to find fault, and ſome to write againſt his 
evangelizing through the country, while others 
threatened frebrands, arrows and death: Yet God 
gave room for his intenſe zeat to operate, and fit 
objects appeared, wherever he went, to engage him 


©: preaching Chriſt and him crucified. 


In his repeated viſits to America, when his ſervices 
ad almoſt exhauſted his animal ſpirits, and his 


friends were ready to cry, © ſpare thyſelt,” his hope 
Wof ſerving Chriſt, and winning fouls to him, ani- 
Wrnated and engaged him to run almoſt any riſque, . 
Neither did he ever croſs the Atlantic, on an itine- 
rating 
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rating viſitation, without viſiting his numerous bre- 
thren here, to ſee how religion proſpered amongſt 
them: And we know that his labours have been un- 
wearied among us, and to the applauſe of all his 


hearers; and through the infinite mercy of God, his 


labours have ſometimes been crowned with great 
ſucceſs, in the converſion of ſinners, and the edifi- 
cation of ſaints. And though he often returned 
from the pulpit very feeble after public preaching, 
yet his engaging ſweetneſs of converſation, changed 
the ſuſpicions of many, into paſſionate love and 
friendſhip. 

In many things his example is worthy of imitation, 
and, if in any thing he exceeded or came ſhort, his 
integrity, zeal for God, and love to Chriſt and his 
goſpel, rendered him, in extenſive uſefulneſs, more 
than equal to any of his brethfen. In preaching 
here, and through moſt parts of America, he has been 
in “ labours more abundant, approving himſelf a 
miniſter of God, in much patience, in afflictions, in 
watchings, in faſtings, by pureneſs, by the Holy 
Ghoſt, by love unfeigned; as ſorrowful, yet always 
rejoicing; as having nothing, yet poſſeſſing all 
things. And God, that comforteth thoſe that are 
caſt down, has often comforted us by his coming: 
and not by his coming only, but by the conſolation 
wherewith he was comforted in us, ſo that we could 
rejoice the more.“ 

His popularity exceeded all that ever I knew, and, 
though the aſthma was ſometimes an obſtruction to 
him, his delivery and entertaining method was ſo in- 


viting to the laſt, that it would command the atten- 


tion of the vaſt multitudes of his hearers. An 
apprehenſion of his concern to ſerve the Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, and do good to the ſouls of men, drew many 
thouſands after him, who never embraced the doc- 
trines he taught. He had ſomething ſo peculiar in 
his manner, expreſſive of ſincerity in all he deli- 


yered, that it- conſtrained the moſt abandoned to 


think | 
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think he believed what he ſaid was not only true, 
but of the laſt importance to ſouls; and by adapted 
texts adduced, and inſtances of the grace of God 
related agreeable thereto, he often ſurpriſed his moſt 
judicious hearers. 

His labours extended not only to New England 
and many other colonies in Britiſh America, but were 
eminent and more abundant in Great Britain. Man 
thouſands at his chapel and tabernacle in London, 
and in other places, were witneſſes that he faithfully 
endeavoured to reſtore the intereſting doctrines of the 
reformation, and the purity of the church to its pri- 
mitive glory. Some among the learned, ſome of 
the mighty and noble have been called, by his mi- 
niſtry, to teſtify for the goſpel of the grace of God. 
The force of his reaſonings againſt corrupt principles, 
and the eaſy method he had in expoſing the danger 
of them, have aſtoniſhed. the moſt that heard him, 
in all places where he preached. How did he lament 
and withſtand the modern, unſcriptural notions of 
religion and ſalvation, that were palmed upon the 
churches of every denomination ! The affecting 
change from primitive purity to fatal hereſy, toge- 
ther with the ſad effects of it in mere formality and 
open wickedneſs, would often make him cry, as the 
prophet did in another caſe, © How is the gold be- 
come dim, and the molt fine gold changed! How 
„ hath the- Lord covered the daughter of Zion with 
* a cloud, in his anger, and caſt down from heaven 
<* to earth the beauty of Iſrael!" 

It is no wonder that this man of God ſhould meet 
with enemies, and with great oppoſition to his mi- 
niſtry; for hell trembled before him. It is no more 
than may be always expected of the devil, that he 
ſhould ftir up his ſervants, to load the moſt eminent 
miniſters of Chriſt with calumny, and moſt impu- 


Fent lies; and repreſent them as © the filth, and 


off. ſcouring of all things.“ All this may be, and 
often has been done, under a pretence of great con- 
cern 
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cern for the honour of Chriſt, and the preſervation 
of goſpel order. When Satan's kingdom totters and 
begins to fall, he can find men enough to cry, the 
church is in danger, and that, he knows, is ſufficient 
with many, to hide his clover foot, and make him 
appear as an angel of light.“ 

Through a variety of ſuch labours and trials, our 
worthy friend, and extenſively uſeful ſervant of 
Chriſt, Mr. WHITEFIELD paſſed, both in Eng- 
land and America: But the Lord was his fun to guide 
and animate him, and his ſhield to defend and help 
him upto the end: Neither did he count his own 
life dear, fo that he might finiſh his courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry that he had received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God.” 
The laſt ſermon that he preached, though under the 
diſadvantage of a ſtage in the 6pen air, was deli- 
vered with ſuch clearneſs, pathos and eloquence, as 
to pleaſe and ſurprize the ſurrounding thouſands. 
And as he had been confirmed, by the grace of God, 
many years before, and had been waiting and hopin 
for bis laſt change, he then declared, that he ee 
it was the laſt time he ſhould ever preach. Doubt- 
leſs he then had ſuch clear views of the bleſſedneſs 
of open viſion, and the complete fruition of God in 
Chriſt, that he felt the pleaſures of Heaven in his 
raptured ſoul, which made his countenance ſhine 
like the unclouded ſun. 


But O- the grief Hegven has recalled his envoy from our eyes, 
Hence deluges of ſorrow riſe, 
Nor hope the impoſſible relief.” Warrs, 


That reverend Man, whom thouſands expected to 
to hear this day, is no more The diſpenſation of 
divine providence is very affecting, and deſerves 
our ſerious attention lt is righteous, though it is 
ſtrange !—Ir is a very ſolemn ſermon to me, and to 
my family in particular; as he ſo ſuddenly expired in 
my chamber, where we had received him, with great 

I pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, the evening before“ Clouds and dark- 
neſs are round about our God and Saviour : righ- 
teouſneſs and judgment are the habitaticn of his 
throne !”—He is gone while our ſouls were fluſhed 
with expectation !—Snatched away ſuddenly, without 
any time allowed us to wean ourſelves from him !— 
O ſevere, affecting ſtroke! But what is it to me 
and my children; what 1s it to this vaſt aſſembly, 
when compared with the. general loſs to the church 
of God !— Where is the man that can deſcribe divine 
things, with ſuch a heavenly flame !—Who, O who, 
ſhall ariſe in England, or America, with an equal 
genius, the like ſpirit and equal addreſs, to encou- 
rage religion, pure and undefiled, and to ſtem the 
torrent of oppoſition to the goſpel l With God is 
the reſidue of the ſpirit, and he can qualify and ſend 
down ſome young Elias, now Elijah has dropped 
his mantle, © Ariſe, O God, and plead thine own 
a 6 

All the changes of life, my dear hearers, have 
their proper duties; and in ſuch duties we ought 
to exerciſe ourſelves, for theſe changes are calls 
thereto, The tokens of ſorrow are allowable upon 
ſuch a mournful occaſion, and even the innocent 
inſtinct of nature ſeems to render it unavoidable : 
But not to obey God's voice, in this fore and diſ- 
treſſing judgment upon us, and upon the church in 
general, would be to deſpiſe the chaſtening of the 


Lord. Exceſſive ſorrow would be offenſive to our 
# heavenly Father: Neither have we any reaſon to ſor- 
& row as without hope; for though his death was ſudden, 


he was ready; daily expected it, and longed for it: 
He is taken away from the evil to come; the day of 


Y diſtreſs, (as he ſaid to me) he expected would ſoon 
fall upon us, and now, I believe, he knows the 
W gain of being with Chriſt, where he is, to behold 


his glory. But Chriſt, at his glorious appearance, 
will re-unite his active foul to the ſame body, which 
will then be faſhioned like unto his moſt glorious 


2 body. 
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body.—'Tis a great relief under our heavieſt loſſes, 
that Chriſt Jeſus ever lives: He can make up the 

reat and widely extended breach, and favour his 
church with miniſters as eminent for religion, and as 
zealous for the redeemer's cauſe, as his departed ſer- 
vant ever was, or ever could be. 

May the diſpenſation work kindly upon us, and, 
by the bleſſing of God, turn to ſuch noble purpoſes 
and improvements of the divine life, with all chri- 
ſtians of every denomination, ſtation and condition, 
as to fit them the more for the ſuperior degrees of 
light and glory, in the immediate preſence of 
Chriſt, 

And conſidering the ſpecialty of this providence, 
may not we, of this congregation, look upon our- 
ſelves peculiarly called of God to learn the leſſons 
which God teaches in the death of others, and par- 
ticularly of the' miniſters of Chriſt that we highly 
eſteem. Let us conſider whether our ſins have not 
a hand in the remoyal of this and other miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt? The repeated deaths, not only of 
people from among us, but of ſome ſhining lights 
in the church +, are uſually for a puniſhment of the 
ſins of the living. Wherein conſcience points to the 
guilt, let us apply to the blood of Chriſt for pardon 
and cleanſing, The preſent dark aſpects of provi- 
dence warn us, that it is of the greateſt moment to 
devote ourſelves and our all to Chriſt, without the leaſt 
reſerve. O let none of us treacherouſly deſert Chriſt 
or his intereſt, in the greateſt perils. Let us get 
our loins girt and our lamps trimmed, and ſo num- 
ber our days as to finiſh the proper buſineſs of every 
day in its day. 

Let all that love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity 
take heed, fo to live in the clear exerciſes of faith and 


+ Dr. Sewall and Mr. Foxcroft of Boſlon, Mr, Emerſon of F 
Malden, and many others, who were great bleſlings in their day. 1 
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its correſponding graces, as to find the gain of it in 
the approaches of death and the eternal world. We 
cannot die comfortably, unleſs we have ſome fore- 
taſtes of glory at the time of our departure. The 
way to a triumphant exit ſeems to be, abounding 
in love and all the fruits of divine faith, whilſt we 
live. This is the way, if J miſtake not, to main- 
tain the ſenfible evidences of our ſpecial intereſt in 
new covenant bleſſings, and a vital ſenſe of our title 
to eternal life. Let us make the utmoſt ſpeed in the 
ſervice of Chriſt, that when death overtakes us, 
though ever ſo ſuddenly, we might, as upon the 
wings of angels, fly into eternal day. 
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October 2, AT one o'clock all the bells in town were 
. tolled for half an hour, and all the 
ſhips and other veſſels in the harbour gave their pro- 
per ſignals of mourning. At two o'clock the bells 
tolled a ſecond time. At three o'clock the bells 
called io attend the funeral of the Rev. Mr. WnriTz- 
ILD. The Reverend Dr. Samuel Haven of Portſ- 
mouth, the Reverend Meſlrs. Daniel Rogers of Exe- 
ter, Jedediah Jewet and James Chandler of Rowley, 
Moſes Parions of Newbury, and Edward Baſs of 
Newbury-Port, were pall-vearers. 5 

The proceſſion was from the Reverend Mr. Par- 
ſons's of Newbury-Port, where Mr. WIITETIEI D 
died. Mr. Parſons and his family, .together with 
many other reſpectable perſons, followed the corpſe 
in mourning. The proceſſion was only one mile, and 
then the corpſe was carried into the Preſbyterianchurch, 
and placed on the bier in the broad alley; when 
the Reverend Mr. Rogers made a very adapted prayer 
in che preſence of about ſix thouſand perſons, within 
the walls of the church, while many thouſands were 
on the outſide, not being able to find admittance. 
Then the third hymn of the ſecond book of Dr. 
Watts's ſpiritual ſongs was ſung by the congregation. 
After this the corpſe being put into a new tomb, be- 
fore Mr. Parſons's pulpit, which the gentlemen of the 
congregation had prepared for that purpoſe, and be- 
fore it was ſealed, the Reverend Mx. Jewet gave the 
following EXHORTATION, viz. 


MEN and Brethren, and all ye that fear God, and 

love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity! We are 
met here, a large aſſembly of Mourners, to condole 
the loſs, the almoſt irreparable loſs, which we, our 
Chriſtian friends, and the church of God, have ſuſtain- 
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e in the ſudden death of our moſt amiable and uſe- 
ful friend, and dear father, the Rev. Mr. Gogo 
WulrErierp; to pay our laſt office of reſpect unto 
this earthly remains, that temple of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
to learn ſome uſeful leſſons from a providence ſo in- 
ſtructive. 

We may recollect, that Jeſus Chriſt while he taber- 

pacled in the fleſh, and when he was going to the 
rave of his dear friend Lazarus with his ſiſters, and 

3 train of other mourners, expreſſed the tender ſenti- 
ments of his heart, by his groans and tears. The 

& vangeliſt informs us, that he groaned in the ſpirit, and 
was troubled ; or, according to the original, be troubled, 
br Micted himſelf ele gave che reins in ſome 

pealure to his grief; Jeſus wept.” 

| And well may we weep and afflict ourſelves, now 

e are come near the place where, and the once beau- 

ful body on which the king of terrors has lately and 
quddenly © erected a new trophy, and given a ſpeci- 
Men of his univerſal reign and triumph.“ 

Had we been ſtrangers to the perſon of Mr, 

HITEFIELD, it might touch us to think of his /ud- 

en death, to ſee the melancholy enſigns of human 

Failty before our eyes, and to think this (they ſay) is 

Me grave of the Reverend and renowned Mr. }/hite- 
eld. 

He who was but a little while ago, making a 

right and beautiful figure, and acting a vigorous and 
etul part among the living, is now the priſoner of 

Wwe grave. The reſidue of bis days is cut off. He who 
Was ſo greatly beloved, and fondly careſſed by his 

1 qumerous acquaintance, is ſo ſoon brought to ſay 

ut corruption, Thou art my father ; and to the worm, 


3 


Wo art my mother and my fiſter. Sad change | Dole- 


q | cataſtrophe! And death is the end of all men. The 
gave is the houſe appointed for all living. 

Here (as one obſerves) their magnificence and 
4 | Power; their beauty and vigour, their learning and 
3 * wiidom, 
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30 An EXHORTATION at the GRAVE 
c wiſdom, be they ever ſo remarkable, muſt ere 


40 long mingle with meanneſs and indigence, defor. 


« mity and weakneſs, ignorance and folly. Here 
« the human frame, that maſter-piece of the divine 
4. contrivance, which wears ſo much of the image 
« of its Maker, muſt ere long be thrown aſide, as 4 
r broken veſſel in which there is no pleaſure.” Such is 
the mark of Gad's diſpleaſure for that firſt offence, by 
which death entered into the world, and paſſes upon all, 
as having ſinned in the firſt man. 

But many of us have had an intimate friendſbip 


with, or an affefionate regard for the dear and pious: 
Mr. Hbitefeld; and have, as opportunities have pre. 


ſented, attended on his miniſtrations with profit and 
delight; have hung on his lips, heard his ſweet 


voice, and ſeen and felt ſomething of the fervour of 


his ſpirit: Some of us have been hopefully faved 
from death; and others of us enlivened, refreſhed and 
comforted, by his engaging miniſtry. 


And now our hopes of further benefit and comfort 


by his fervent preaching, his winning oratory, and 
delightful converſation, are, on a ſudden, Haſted, and 
cul off as a ſpider 's web. Well then may we weep and 
Miet ourſelves, give ſcope to the ſorrowful affections 
of our, hearts; decauſe our friend, and the friend of 
Chriſt, /cepeth. 


For “ how many purpoſes are broken!“ What 


hopes and projections for advancing the intereſts of 


Chriſt's kingdom among men are come to an end! 


Flow is the mighty fallen, and the weapons of the ſpiri- 
tual warfare periſbed! What a wide breach is made 


vpen us, upon New England, and upon all the Bri!;/" 
colonies in America; for whom this now deceaſed mani 
cf Ged has often andrin good earneſt interceded with 
what a gap is opened for judgments 
to come in upon us, now this righteous man, and 
powerful pleader is removed! Help, Lord, 160 
How much zeal for God, and 


God and man; 
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g gofpel doctrine, compaſſion for the periſhing ſouls or 
ſinners, and true holineſs, is taken from amongſt us, 


by this ſtroke of God's hand. 
If we call to remembrance Mr. Whitefield's peculiar 


j 


the has been to us, and our intereſts, religious and 


civil, to New England, and all the Britiſb colonies on 
the continent: How generouſly he has opened not 
only his mouth for us, but his heart alſo to us, and 


ſpent himſelf unto wearineſs, and even unto death 
Famongſt us, and for us; a ſhower of tears poured on 


his grave, together with all the decent funeral reſpect 
Ewe can pay his clayey tabernacle, is but an equitable, 
Jyea, but a ſmall inconſiderable tribute. 


But then, is there no balm in Gilead? Is there nothing 


Ito relieve us, when our heart is almoſt overwhelmed 
E within us, on occaſion of the removal of this excel- 
lent ſervant of Chriſt, who was ſo dear to us in the 
bands of love and grace? Yes. Precious in the fight 

ef the Lord is the death of his ſaints. He ſtands by 
them; and is not, we may be ſure, © an unconcerned 

ſpectator, when they are ſtruggling away their breath, 
and fainting off the ſtage of mortality.” He can 
eaſily aſſure them, that their ſins are forgiven, and 
comfort them with his guiding rod, and ſupporting 


hat Haff: when they paſs through the dark valley of the 


adow of death, be their paſſage ever ſo quick. 
Beſides, the bodies of our pious friends, that are 


F fallen under the diſhonours of the grave, ſhall be 
5 raiſed up in glory. And this conſideration is enough 


to mingle praiſes with our tears. Chriſt our glorious 
Lord will recover them from the power of the grave; 
deſtroy that laſt enemy, and rejoice over them, as one that 
divides the ſpoil, Death is making fearful havock 
now among the people and miniſters of Chriſt; but 
before long he will lead captivity captive. And they 


WT ſhall join in that ſong of triumph, Ob death, wher: is 
ting? Ob grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be 


unio 


and eminent gifts for the goſpel-miniſtry, his fervour, 
diligence and ſucceſs in the work of it: What a friend 
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unto God, who gives us the victory through Jeſus Chriſt 


our Lord. | 
And with what marks of ſhining beauty and glory 
ſhall the bodies of all che ſaints, and eſpecially thoſe 
who have turned many to righteouſneſs, be diſtinguiſhed 
in that day. 
It is &a known circumſtance in the ſtory of Auguſ- 
1% tus Ceſar, that when he was quitting empire and life, 
he expreſſed his great ſatisfaction in the improve- 
ments he had made in the buildings of Rome, ſo that 
whereas he found it brick he left it marble, But ſurely 
Chriſt may much more glory in it, when he deſcends 
in all the pomp of the reſurrection day, that he has 
made à nobler change, even in this corporal part of 
our nature; and that whereas he found it mortal, cor- 
ruptible clay, he has railed it to a ſtrength and ſplendor, 
ſuperior to that of marble or adamant. This is the 
Joy and triumph of the bleſſed Jeſus: This is the 
glorious hope, that animates the Chriſtian under the 
mournful proſpect of the ravages of death. Glorious 
hope! reviving thought!” enough to balance and 
over-balance the © ſorrows of this day.” 

And are there no uſeful leſſons taught us by this 
voice of divine providence? yes, many. Firſt, that 
all fleſh is graſs, and all the goodlineſs thereof is as the 
flower of the field. The graſs withereth, the flower 
fadeth ,, becauſe the ſpirit of the Lord bloweth upon it, 
and “ blaſts all its glory :” ſurely the people is graſs, 
and their miniſters too. 

Secondly ; that it is an inſtance of egregious ſolly to 
put our truſt in the greateſt of men, princes, or the 
beſt of Chriſt's miniſters, whoſe breath is in their noſtrils, 
and may eaſily and ſuddenly pals away. 

Let us therefore learn to turn our eyes off from 

them, and to go to and drink waters out of the livin 
rock, that can never fail. And then this will be our 
conſolation, which no cutward loſs can take away, 
the Lord liveth, and we ſhall be able to ſay, bleſſed be 
our rock, and let the God of our ſalvation be exalted. 
Poſſibly - 
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Poſſibly ſome have entertained in their minds too 
high an eſteem of God's precious ſervant, and attri- 
buted that power and honour unto him that is due 
only to him that worketh all in all. Now God has 
removed him, and ſhewn them, that how much ſoever 
of God he had about him, yet he was but a man, and 
is fallen like one of the princes: may ſuch learn to open 
their hearts more to the. wiſeſt and beſt of Beings, 
« now this dear gueſt has quitted its apartment in 
them.” 

Again, we are taught of what importance it is unto 
all of us, and unto Chri/fs miniſters particularly, to be 
at work in good earneſt, while it is day, becauſe our 
time 1s certainly ſhort, and uncertainly continued ; 
our work great, and the night is coming; if we would 
be found amongſt thoſe bleſſed ſervants, that are do- 
ing the will of their Lord when he comes. If we 
are not wakeful and watchful, he will come in an 
hour, when we are not aware. May we all hear thar 
voice of wiſdom and love, which cries to us, be ye alſo 
ready. And may we in particular yield auſt attention 
pato it, who are employed in the miniſterial work. 

Nextly, God teaches us, how little need he has of 
the ſervices of his moſt active and fervent miniſters. 

Our dear departed friend and brother was à veſſel of 
bonour, eminently fitted for the maſter's uſe; but he is 
broken 1n pieces, The rich treaſure laid up in him 
1s diſſipated; and we are ready to adopt the language 


of the afflicted church of old time : The precious ſons 


of Zion comparable to fine gold, how are they efteemed as 


earthen pitchers! * But herein our great Lord diſplays 
his royalty. He can form the moſt promiſing inſtru- 
ments of ſervice; and can lay them aſide, and carry 
on his cauſe without them.” Behold, as the clay is in 
the hand of the potter, ſo are we in the hand of the Lord 
our God. 

Furthermore, the /udden death, which has been fo 
ſtriting and ſurpriſing unto us, may be deſigned of 
God, to try and exerciſe our ſubmiſſion and reſignation 
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to his wiſe and holy will. The death of a neighbour 
is a call to us to ſee and own God's ſovereignty over life 
and death. Behold, he taketh away, and who can hin- 
der bim? Or «ho ſhall ſay unto him, what doeſt thou? 
But when God takes away a valuable friend, an ex- 
cellent miniſter of Chriſt, a ſpiritual father, an inter- 
preter one among a thouſand, how touching, how trying 
is the caſe? And how deep ſhould our ſubmiſſion be? 
And the greater biaſs we feel in our paſſions towards 
riſing and rebelling againſt the orders of Heaven, the 
more ſhould we ſtrive with our own hearts, to diſpoſe 
them to ſay, hy will be done on earth as it is in Hea- 
ven. And how difficult ſoever it is to us, in this 
imperfe& and corrupt ſtate, may all of us, who feel 
the loſs of a wiſe and good friend, and miniſter of 
Chriſt, and the fellow traveller of the-deceaſed in ſpe- 
cial, left ſolitary, at a diſtance from his native land, 
(whom God preſerve, ſupport and comfort, under the 
heavy bereavement of his hand) be enabled, through 
the gracious influences of the divine ſpirit, to ſubmit 
to the wiſdom and will of our Father in heaven, who 
knows what is beſt for us, better than we do our- 
felves. : 

And now, my dear fellow-mourners, while we are 
weeping over the grave of the Lord's ſervant, let us 
not forget that which calls for a greater lamentation 
ſtill, viz. that 4[;ndneſs of mind and hardneſs of heart, 
which makes ſo many of our fellow-men rejeft the 
counſe! of God againſt themſelves, and deſpiſe that ſove- 
reign remedy for all their miſeries, which the grace 
of God has provided, and exhibited to them in the 
bleſſed goſpel; and refuſe to hearken to the voice of 
any of his charmers, charm they ever ſo wiſely. 
Oh! firs, *©* dying ſouls, eſpecially when they are dy- 
ing,” under the greateſt plenty and variety of the 
means of grace, and under the offers of life, are a 
ſight incomparably more ſad and awful than the dead 
body of a faint. And how many among us are yet 
blind, deaf and dead? And can we ſee our neighbours, 


* 7 and 


a 


and perhaps ſome of our neareſt relations too on the 

borders of everlaſting perdition, and not ſhed a tear 
for them? Where is our faith as Chriſtians if we don't 
believe them tobe in imminent danger of eternal death? 
And where is the tenderneſs of our hearts and our 
love, if we can ſee them, ſeem to be ſo near to that 
ſtate, where there 1s ſorrow without allay or end, and 
be unaffected? Oh that our heads were waters, and our 
eyes were fountains of tears, that we might weep day and 
night, for careleſs delaying- ſinners, who, in deſpite of 
all the tbunders of God's law, and the ſweet attractions 
of the goſpel, will run their own ruin, 

And to add no more, let all of us, who believe 
the truths, and love the precepts of the goſpel, and 
© have an hope towards God, that there ſhall be a reſurrec- 
© tion of the dead, be exhorted not to mourn for our 
© 7ious deceaſed friends, as thoſe that have no hope of a re- 
ſurrection; but ſupport and ſolace ourſelves, under 
the ſorrows of their departure from us, with refreſh- 
ing hope of riſing with them at the reſurrection of the 
Iuſt; and bearing a part with them in everlaſting 
# ſongs of praiſe, unto him that firs upon the throne, 
and unto the Lamb of God. Then ſhall mortality be 
# ſwallowed up of life, and no traces of it left.” Then 
we ſhall have not only a nearer, more perfect 

and joyous fellowfhip, with our dear and pious friends, 
gone before us; but, which is incomparably more, 
we ſhall behold the face of God, our God in righte- 
ouſneſs, be ſatisfied with his likenefs, filled with his 
love, and tranſported with his glory. | 

May this be the happy portion of each of our ſouls, 
through Chriſt our*Lord and Saviour, to whom be 
= 2/ory, dominion, and praiſe, ow, and for ever, AMEN 
and AMEN, neck > HE | 
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In Reverendum Virum 


GEORGIUM WHITEFIELD, 


Laboribus facris olim abundantem, nunc ver, ut bent ſpera- 
tur, cæleſtem et immortalem vitam cum Chriſto agentem. 


EIT AP'HIU-M, 
(Auctore THOMA GIB BZONS, S. T. P.) 


Electum et divinum vas, Mbiteffelde, fuiſti, 
Ingenio pollens, divitiiſque ſacris: 


His opibus populo longe lateque tributis, 


Tandem perfrueris lætitià ſuperùm, 
Inque hanc intraſti Domino plaudente miniſtrum 
Expertum in multis aſſiduumque bonum: 
* Ecce mei portus, et clara palatia cceli 
« Delicus plenis omnia aperta tibi:“ 
Dum matutinam ftellam, quam dulce rubentem! 
Vmwificotque rores oſſa ſepulta manent. 


ENGLISH E D. 


A veſſel choſen and divine, replete 

With Nature's gifts, and Grace's richer ſtores, 

Thou, Vpbileſield, waſt: theſe, through the world 
diſpens'd 

In long laborious travels, thou at length | 

Haſt reach'd the realms of reſt, to which thy Lord 

Has welcom'd thee with his immenſe applauſe, 

« All hail, my ſervant, in thy various truſts 

« Found vigilant and faithful: ſee the ports, 

«- See the eternal kingdoms of the ſkies, 

With all their boundleſs glory, boundleſs joy, 

« Open'd for thy reception, and thy bliſs.” , 

Meantime the body, in 1ts peaceful cell - 

Repoſing from its toils, awaits the ſtar, 

Whoſe living luſtres lead that promis'd morn, 

Whoſe vwifying dews thy moulder'd corſe 


Stall viſit, and immortal life inſpire, 
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